


9:30 am          Third Sunday in Advent             December 17, 2023 
 

AS GOD’S CHILDREN, WE COME BEFORE THE LORD 
 

Prelude             
       
Welcome              The Rev. Dr. Faulkner 
 

Introit          Go Tell It On the Mountain                                    traditional 
                                               Mahalo Ukulele Band 
             

WE PRAISE THE TRIUNE GOD 
 

Gathering Around the Advent Wreath                                                                  
 Victoria, Tolga, Marc, Kyle, Alex, and Cory Ebiri 
 God’s Prophetic Word           Isaiah 61:1-3          

     
    Litany for the Advent Candles                      

In the night of our lives, 
God is shining the light of his compassion. 
We light this candle to remember  
that God’s Light is coming close. 
Advent means coming.                                            
We are full of expectation! 

Lord, make us ready to receive your glory with obedience.                          
Lord, make us ready to greet you with child-like wonder! 

 Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
  

 Advent Prayer (unison)  
Prepare the way, O God, for your Son to enter our hearts.  
By the power of his mercy, love and grace,  
may we be changed and made anew.  
With the help of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate,  
may we answer your invitation to abide with you.  
In the name of Christ we pray.  Amen.  

  

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle                         
      
Hymn 9 (verse 3 only)                     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

  O come, Desire of nations, bind 
  All peoples in one heart and mind; 
  Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
  Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! 
  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 



*Processional Hymn 6           Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending 
 

WE TURN FROM SIN AND SEEK HOLINESS 
   
Call to Confession                      The Rev. Ms. Craven 
 
Prayer of Confession (unison)                          The Rev. Ms. Craven 
          Steadfast God,  

with faith, we acknowledge your care and love for us.  
with joy, we acknowledge that our help is in you, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. 
With hope, we acknowledge you also as our Re-Maker  
through the life and death of the One born in Bethlehem.  
We ask your mercy in those places 
where we do not live as your forgiven and remade people. 
In those ways that we have not given witness to your great glory, 
forgive us, good and gracious Lord. 
Renew us in your love and grant us solid joy  
that lasts long beyond the Christmas season; 
a joy that equips us to face the adversities of life 
with the blessing of your saving work in the Lord Jesus, 
for this we ask in his holy Name. Amen. 

    
Assurance of God’s Mercy          The Rev. Ms. Craven 
             Thanks be to God!                     
 
*Gloria Patri                                                                                                      No. 579 

 Glory be to the Father, 
 and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Ghost, 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. Amen. 

   

Bell Anthem           God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen                          arr. Eithun   
                                                         Adult Bells 

             
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S HOLY WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination           The Rev. Dr. Faulkner 
 
 
 
 



First Scripture Lesson                      Mark 13:24-37             The Rev. Dr. Faulkner    
        This is the Word of the Lord.                     Page 47 N. T. 
        Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Scripture Lesson               Matthew 25:14-30               The Rev. Dr. Faulkner    
        This is the Word of the Lord.                     Page 27 N. T. 
        Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon              The Rev. Dr. Faulkner 
 
*Profession of Faith                    The Apostle’s Creed     The Rev. Dr. Faulkner
      

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in  
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I  
believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life  
everlasting. Amen. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S VOICE 

 
Call to Present Our Offerings to the Lord      The Rev. Dr. Faulkner 
 
Prayer of Dedication          The Rev. Dr. Faulkner 
 
Offertory                          Ding Dong! Merrily On High                        arr. Dobrinski 
         Adult Bells     
      
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer             The Rev. Sarah Craven
                                  

WE GO FORTH TO PRAY AND SERVE 
  

*Sending Hymn 3             Comfort Comfort Ye My People 
       
*Pastoral Charge and Benediction            The Rev. Dr. Faulkner 

  
Silent Prayer 
  
Postlude              The Sounds of Christmas Joy      Swearingen 
          Trinity Band                            
 

*Those who are able may stand. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Bells 
Donna Allen 
Kim Bui 
Janet Cohen 
Linda Craven 
Brendan Desjardins  
Sean Desjardins 
Pam Dougherty 
Linda Flanary 
Erica Heyer 
Bill Kain 
Karen Kain 
Sue Nork  
Lauren Parsons-Lam 
Judy Spotto  
Melissa Trent 

Trinity Band  
Trumpet  
Ryan Bui 
Brian Kain 
Cate Marcelli 
 
Clarinet 
Elizabeth Bean 
Bill Kain 
Autumn Praul 
Ron Willoughby 
 
Flute 
Alexis Bui 
Julia Clarke James 
Pam Dougherty 
Kristi Paulson 
Alaynna Strobel  
 
Trombone 
Ben Peelman 
Kevin Peelman 
 
 
 
 

Alto Sax 
Patrick Bean 
Jacob Peelman  
Julia Wilson 
 
French Horn 
Karen Kain 
 
Bass 
Sean Desjardins 
 
Drums 
Adam Crognale 
 
Bells 
Roseann Frielink 
 

Ukelele Band 
Joe Azevedo 
Joe Bechtel 
Barb Clarke 
Mike D’Amico  
Jen Dukelow 
Alex and Cory Ebiri 
Bill and Karen Kain 
Brian Kain 
Cate Marcelli  
Joe Marcelli 
Rusty Sieh 



TRINITY AT WORK AND WORSHIP 
An Inviting Community Serving Christ For Life 

Loving God, Welcoming All, Helping Many 
The Rev. Dr. Gregory C. Faulkner, Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Rev. Ms. Sarah Craven, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. James D. O’Dell, Pastor Emeritus 

Jenny Stark, Clerk of Session 
Lisa K. Marcelli, Director of Music 

Brian Kain, Music Associate 
 

 
Let Us Pray for Members of Our Church Family: Marilyn Johnson,  
Nancy Parks, Pat Turner, Carol Plimpton, Gail Van Dyke, Camrynn Curl, Elaine 
Lippincott, Carol Murray, Beverly Whipple, Nancy Morton, Doris Crozier,  
Liz Gyswyt, Nancy Applegate, Marguerite Houck, Marty Flynn, Roberta Ritchie, 
Melinda Hall, Dorothy Rathje, Phyllis Johnson, Bill & Susan Greenwood, Betty 
Young, Erica Heyer, Dale Long, Linda Thorpe, Gloria Wolbach, Nancy Hickman.  
 
Friends and Family: Frank Appello (Connie Groves’s son-in-law),  
Jesse Benedict (friend of Pam Dougherty’s daughter), Shirley Muni (Susan 
Bryfogle’s Mother), Kristina Heck (Alison’s Schwarz’s niece), Loretta Johnson 
(former long-term member), Martha Delaney (Debby and Steve Talbott’s niece), 
Nancy McIlvain (Kathy Eddleman’s sister), Larry Carter (Emily Carter’s uncle), 
Tristan Kabai-Tokes, Matt Ruggles, Myrna Roberts (Nancy Roberts’ sister-in-law), 
Joan Malloy (Nancy Roberts’ friend), Chuck Inman (Mary Jane Inman’s son), 
Charles Porcaro (Ben Rieth’s brother in law),  Eileen McSparran (Kathy  
Eddleman’s sister-in-law), Linda and Brian Kent (Gail Van Dyke’s sister-in-law), 
Laurie Duffin (Gail and Bruce Van Dyke’s friend), Elaine Good (Opal Stockwell’s 
sister), Kathy Kellmer and Toni Rath (Janet Cohen’s friends), Michael Fisher 
(Carol Parsons’ nephew), David Behrens & Kelly Behrens (Ed Behrens’ son & 
daughter), Ilene Kreafle (Wilson family friend), Jan (George Sanders’ friend), Terri 
Skill (Steve Skill’s wife), Richard D’Eustachio (Carol D’Eustachio’s husband).  
 
Let us pray for all those of our Trinity family who are serving in the United 
States Military: Cory Allen, Connor Barnes, Aaron Bill, Tyler Parsons and  
Connor Strobel. We thank them all for their service to our country. 
 
 



Pastoral Care – Dr. Faulkner is available to you for prayer, counsel and comfort 
in times of need. If there is an urgent need, contact Dr. Faulkner at 609-273-8110. 
 
Please silence all electronic equipment during the worship service.  
 
Please remember to sign the Fellowship Register.  Maintaining connections with 
our membership is critical to the health of our community, so thank you for helping 
us with this important outreach by signing in every time you attend worship! 
 
Signing in online using the QR code? Remember, if you’re a Trinity member, 
you don’t need to fill out the entire form—just type in your first and last name. 
 
The Flower Chart will be available in Fellowship Hall the first Sunday of every 
month.  It will be available on December 10th and January 7th and 14th. Since 
the cost has increased, we are asking for payment of $55 at the time of  
sign-up.  Hopefully this will once again become a special part of our worship and 
giving for our shut-ins. Please text or email  Bonnie Jones for further  
information:bjones34@verizon.net  or 856-986-2012.  
 
Visit our website at www.trinpres.org for all of the current news, information and 
updates about everything that's going on at Trinity! 
 
PLEASE notify the church office if your address, email or phone number  
changes. You can email Pam Dougherty at pam.dougherty@trinpres.org OR you 
can indicate any changes on the Fellowship Register sheets. Thank you!  

———————————————- 
 

EasyTithe, our online giving option,  
allows you to make your offering electronically.  

 
This option makes giving more convenient for you and can be accessed through 
your computer, tablet and cell phone. To sign up, go to Trinity’s home page and 
click on “Online Giving” or go directly to www.easytithe.com/trinpres. 
 
An EasyTithe app is also available for download to your  
tablet or cell phone. Once you’re set up, you can also text a 
gift in one simple step! Our phone number for text giving is  
856-238-5444. 
 
You can now go right to the EasyTithe giving portal by 
using the QR code.  Simply turn your camera on your 
phone and direct it to the code and the link to the  
website will come right up!  

mailto:bjones34@verizon.net
http://www.easytithe.com/trinpres


Church School Schedule 
  

All Church School rooms located in main building. 
Pick up is immediately after the conclusion of the service 

 
 

Nursery care - Infants through 2 years 

Preschool (ages 2 1/2—Kindergarten) - Room #6  
 
 

It’s the 3rd Sunday: Sunday School 
Grades 1-5, please meet in the classrooms 











Trinity News and Notes 
 

MISSION THURSDAY CONTINUES: The Mission & Outreach Committee has 
decided to continue Mission Thursday through the winter Cathedral Kitchen has  
expressed their gratitude many times for our congregation’s tremendous support.  
Next Mission Thursday: December 28th. 
 

Trinity’s Racial Equity Advocacy Project (REAP) is excited to  
invite you to participate in several upcoming events:  

 
Sunday, January 7,2024, Jessica Zweig, Executive Director of Play On Philly 
(POP), will share POP’s mission & success following morning worship in the 
community room. Play On Philly is combatting institutional racism by providing 
transformative music education to children in underserved Philadelphia neighbor-
hoods. Trinity has chosen Play On Philly to be the recipient of our first Negro Spir-
itual Royalty Project donation.   
 

Sunday, January 14, 2024-Martin Luther King, Jr.  Birthday celebration  
during coffee hour. Please consider signing up to bring a “small bite”  
representative of your family’s heritage to share over coffee & conversation with 
other members of the congregation.   Sign-ups start today during coffee hour or 
email Donna Wasik at dvwasik@gmail.com for more information.  

mailto:dvwasik@gmail.com






 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 

An Inviting Community Following Christ For Life 
Loving God, Welcoming All, Helping Many 


